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A NOTE FROM YOUR AGENT

September 2025 Mason Co Extension

Hello all,

Tobacco is going into the barns and calves are hitting the
ground, which can only mean one thing—we’re heading
into fall here in Mason County!

I’m especially excited to get out on farms this month to
pull hay samples and help you get a clear picture of your
forage quality. I’ll also be hosting a Cattle Pregnancy
Testing Workshop, and I hope many of you will take part
in this hands-on learning opportunity.

This month is also Free BQCA Month, so be sure to
register if you need to update your certification. In
addition, I’m happy to share that all soil testing, hay testing,
and plant sample analysis are now free through the Mason
County office. This is a fantastic resource for you as
producers, and I encourage you to take advantage of it!

As always, don’t hesitate to reach out—I look forward to
working with you this fall and seeing many of you at
upcoming programs!
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FOLLOW OUR FACEBOOK!
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CAIP UPDATE

MASON COUNTY AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES

Your completed project for
Mason County's CAIP program is
due in The Conservation District

off ice by the close of business
October 10,  2025 .  Remember

that in order to get reimbursed
for your project you will  need

specif ic paperwork. If  you have
any questions please call  the
Conservation District off ice
(606-759-5570) Monday thru

Friday 8am-4:30pm. 



TIMELY TIPS

DR. LES ANDERSON, BEEF EXTENSION PROFESSOR, UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY
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Spring Calving Cows

Fall Calving Cows
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HAY TESTING
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The Mason County Extension Office now has a hay probe available
to check out at the office to help producers collect hay samples for
lab analysis.

Tested forages can mean higher profit, whether feeding cattle,
horses, goats, sheep or other livestock. Knowing the nutritional
value will help you minimize your cost and maximize your
production.
The analysis report, assists producers in balancing feed rations
for their livestock. Each livestock species take a different energy
level at different stages of their lives. A ration balance will help
maintain a healthy diet.
Forage testing helps determine fair market value and establish
an equitable price for forage sales.
Buying or Selling Hay: The Forage Testing Program maintains a
list of Kentucky hay producers that have their hay tested
through KDA. The service is offered throughout the state and
the information may be viewed on this KDA “Forage Sales
Directory/Tested Hay” webpage.

Contact me if you have any questions or to learn more
about submitting samples for analysis!

**If you would like to have samples taken for the East KY
Hay contest, those samples will be taken later in the
summer**

      WHY TEST YOUR FORAGE?

Hay testing
is now  

                 

in Mason
County!



To maximize yield and economic return on every acre, begin
with a soil test. A current soil test from the University of
Kentucky ensures you will receive more accurate fertilizer
recommendations, optimized for your crop, field history and
production methods.  

University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service
publication AGR-1, Lime and Nutrient Recommendations, was
recently updated for the 2025-2026 crop seasons, and new
recommendations are a result of a review of soil fertility
research and soil test data collected across the state. It covers
nutrient recommendations for grain crops, forages, tobacco
and several specialty crops.  

To get reliable recommendations, it is important that the
submitted soil sample accurately represents the field or area
from which it was taken. Analytical results provided on the
soil test report form are for the sample submitted, and the
listed recommendations are based on those results. All
recommendations are made on the assumption that a
representative soil sample was taken. If soil sampling
procedures are questionable, accurate nutrient and lime rate
recommendations for the sampled field or area cannot be
assured. Because results can vary between fall and spring
sampling, it is better to consistently sample a given field at the
same time of the year.  

When sampling untilled fields in the fall, an equal number of
cores should be collected from both between and close to the
rows. For tilled areas, take soil cores to the depth of primary
tillage (plow, chisel plow, big disc, etc.), usually six to eight
inches. With pastures, lawns, no-tilled areas and turf, take soil
cores to a depth of four inches.  

With changing fertilizer and commodity prices, each
production field should be sampled every two years. Annual
sampling is preferable for high-value crops or rotations that
remove large amounts of soil nutrients, such as alfalfa, tobacco
and double-crop silage. Sampling each year after manure
application is also recommended.
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SOIL TESTING



MASON COUNTY AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES

SOIL TESTING

Field research yield and soil test relationships measured by the
Kentucky Agricultural Experiment Station were used to
establish the phosphate and potash recommendations
contained in AGR-1. Those recommendations strive to enable
each soil/field to supply a sufficient level of available plant
nutrients, regardless of seasonal weather and assuming good
management practices. 

Contact the Mason County Extension office for additional
information, or view AGR-1 at
https://publications.ca.uky.edu/agr-1. 

Source: John Grove, research and extension soils specialist;
and Edwin Ritchey, extension soils specialist, UK Research and
Education Center at Princeton 

Soil testing
is now  

                 

in Mason
County!

continued from previous page
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September

is Free!
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BEEF BASH

The University of Kentucky is hosting its annual
Beef Bash at the C. Oran Little Research Center
on Saturday, September 20. 

Join industry leaders,  producers,  and educators
for a full  day of informative sessions, research
updates,  and networking opportunities focused
on the future of beef production.

The event combines social,  educational and
industry interaction and should have something
for everyone interested in beef and the
Kentucky beef industry. The event moved to
Saturday this year to include youth participants.

The event will  include live cattle
demonstrations, research presentations,
commercial and educational exhibits.  Visitors
may also take various tours or can simply sit  on
a bale of straw and visit  with university or
industry leaders,  commercial representatives
and fellow cattle producers.

To register,  please scan the QR code below!
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This year’s program has undergone significant updates
to intensify its focus on the crucial role of soils and
hands-on application in successful grazing
management.

The event occurs on Wednesday, September 24 and
Thursday, September 25 at the Woodford County
Extension office in Versailles, Kentucky.

Topics on the first day include introduction to soils,
rotational grazing, meeting nutritional needs on
pasture, grazing math concepts, travel to a local grazing
operation, portable/seasonal water systems, methods to
access pasture production and determine stocking rate,
hands-on small paddock set-up demonstrations.

Topics on the second day include fence types and costs,
a grazing system design case study and exercise, grazing
myths that impact profitability and a discussion on how
to reinvigorate a rundown farm.

Registration costs $60 per participant and ends Sept.
20. To register and purchase online, visit
https://2025IntermediateGrazing.eventbrite.com For
more information contact Caroline Roper at 270-704-
6618 or Caroline.Roper@uky.edu
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IMPORTANT DATES

MASON COUNTY AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES

Sep 1 Labor Day | Office Closed

Sep 1 Deadline to sign up for Hay contest!

Sep 3 BQCA | 10:00 | Mason County Extension Office

Sep 9 Pregnancy Testing Program | 6:00 PM | 7580 Taylor Mill Rd Maysville, KY

Sep 11 BQCA | 5:00 | Mason County Extension Office

Sep 20 Beef Bash | 9:00-3:00 | C. Oran Little Research Farm- Versailles 

Sep 22 Open House | 5:00-7:00 | Mason Co Extension Office

Sep 24-25 2025 Intermediate Grazing School | 7:30-4 | Woodford County Extension Office 

Sep 30 BQCA | 10:00 | Mason County Extension Office

October 2 Buffalo Trace Farm School- Plumbing | 6:00 | Mason Co Extension Office

October 9 Buffalo Trace Farm School- Plant Diseases | 6:00 | Mason Co Extension Office

October 16 Buffalo Trace Farm School- Poultry | 6:00 | Mason Co Extension Office

October 23 Buffalo Trace Farm School- Container Gardening| 6:00 | Mason Co Extension Office 

November 7 Barnyard Theater | 4:00 | Straub Elementary 

CAIP Education Eligible          
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