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Hello all, 

June has arrived—hay is being cut, tobacco is being set, and the
long days are perfect for making progress. When I’m off the
clock this month, there’s a good chance you’ll find me on a
setter with good company, solving all the world’s problems.

In this month’s newsletter, we’re recapping the outstanding
beef producers we celebrated during Beef Month, highlighting
an exciting program for woodland owners, and talking about
the importance—and convenience—of hay testing as the
season rolls on.

As always, if there’s anything I can do to support you, don’t
hesitate to reach out. I’m here and happy to help however I
can.



MASON COUNTY AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES

During Beef Month, we celebrated the hardworking cattle
producers of Mason County — the men and women who
help feed our community and keep our agricultural
traditions alive. As part of the celebration, Audrey Wright
had the opportunity to visit  some outstanding local
producers.  

Audrey spent time getting to know each of them and
learning about how they run their operations. These
producers are not only passionate about their work, but
they are also incredible role models for the next generation
of farmers looking to get started in the beef industry.

Each week in May, a producer was featured on our Facebook
and in the The Ledger Independent. Thanks to our friends
at the Kentucky Beef Network, each received a small token
of appreciation in recognition of their contributions.

The producer spotlights are summarized on the following
pages, but be sure to check out our Facebook page or The
Ledger Independent to read the full  stories.

Thank you to everyone who continues to support Mason
County agriculture — especially our beef producers,  who
lead by example and inspire others every day!
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BEEF MONTH SPOTLIGHT PRODUCERS

SCOTT PORTER

What started with $250 in birthday money has
grown into one of Mason County’s most respected
cattle operations. Scott Porter began his farming
journey in seventh grade, purchasing three calves
and launching a lifelong passion for the cattle
industry. Today, he manages a cow-calf operation
with over 900 momma cows. 

Scott has spent over 30 years in the cattle business,
building his farm from the ground up with grit,
patience, and a practical, hands-on approach. 

Family is central to the operation. His wife, Mary
Ann, and their four children are all actively
involved, keeping the farm running smoothly and
continuing the legacy.

With a deep respect for the land, the animals, and
those who mentored him along the way, Scott Porter
is now doing the same for the next generation—
proving that you don’t need to start big to make a
big impact.
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BEEF MONTH SPOTLIGHT PRODUCERS

KEITH STITT

A lifelong farmer, Keith Stitt grew up on his family’s
dairy farm in Mason County and began milking
cows at 14. Today, he manages a 600-acre beef and
hay operation alongside his wife, Patty, and son,
Bradley.

Keith runs a herd of 120 Angus cows, split between
spring and fall calving groups, though he prefers
spring calving for its efficiency. He also produces
high-quality alfalfa and grass hay, using it to feed
his cattle and selling the surplus to diversify his
income.

With a humble, no bells and whistles approach,
Keith emphasizes consistency, hard work, and
strategic thinking—values he believes are essential
for young farmers looking to succeed. “Find your
market, do it right, and make yourself stand out,” he
advises.
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BEEF MONTH SPOTLIGHT PRODUCERS

JERRY AND RONNIE LOWE

Since starting their farm in 1987, the Lowe brothers have
grown their operation from a small dairy with a few beef
cows into a thriving, family-run cow-calf operation of over
700 head. In addition to raising cattle, they also grow row
crops and provide custom silage services- in total farming
over 

The Lowe family farms land that’s been in their family
since the early 1900s, and their operation includes
multiple generations. They phased out tobacco in the early
2000s and exited dairy in 2015 to focus fully on beef
production. Known for their work ethic and high-quality,
homegrown cattle, Ronnie and Jerry have also been
leaders in the Mason County Cattlemen’s Association, with
Ronnie serving as president for nearly 15 years.
Audrey noted their ongoing support since she began her
role, calling them invaluable mentors. The Lowe brothers
exemplify the values of resilience, community service, and
dedication to the land.



FOLLOW OUR FACEBOOK!
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HAY TESTING
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The Mason County Extension Office now has a hay probe available
to check out at the office to help producers collect hay samples for
lab analysis.

Tested forages can mean higher profit, whether feeding cattle,
horses, goats, sheep or other livestock. Knowing the nutritional
value will help you minimize your cost and maximize your
production.
The analysis report, assists producers in balancing feed rations
for their livestock. Each livestock species take a different energy
level at different stages of their lives. A ration balance will help
maintain a healthy diet.
Forage testing helps determine fair market value and establish
an equitable price for forage sales.
Buying or Selling Hay: The Forage Testing Program maintains a
list of Kentucky hay producers that have their hay tested
through KDA. The service is offered throughout the state and
the information may be viewed on this KDA “Forage Sales
Directory/Tested Hay” webpage.

Contact me if you have any questions or to learn more
about submitting samples for analysis!

**If you would like to have samples taken for the East KY
Hay contest, those samples will be taken later in the
summer**

      WHY TEST YOUR FORAGE?
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MASON COUNTY CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION



TIMELY TIPS

DR. LES ANDERSON, BEEF EXTENSION PROFESSOR, UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY
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KENTUCKY BEEF NETWORK

The Kentucky Beef Network is
seeking two passionate and
motivated individuals to join our
team as Facilitators in the
Northcentral and Northeast
regions of Kentucky.

These positions offer the
opportunity to work directly with
cattle producers, support on-farm
innovation, and help strengthen
Kentucky’s beef industry.

More information:



MASON COUNTY AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES

WOODLAND OWNER COURSE

Beginning June 10 and running through June 26, this
Short Course delivers six live weeknight webinars from 7
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Eastern Time. Topics range from tree
identification and day-to-day woodland management to
forest health, wildlife interactions, timber harvesting and
ways Natural Resources Conservation Service programs
can bolster both woodland vitality and downstream water
quality. Every session is recorded, allowing registrants to
revisit the material at their convenience.

“Everyone involved is looking forward to this year’s Short
Course,” said Billy Thomas, extension forester with the
UK Department of Forestry and Natural Resources. “The
online classes tackle the questions woodland owners ask
us most often, while the field sessions place them
shoulder-to-shoulder with experts who can show practical
solutions on the ground.”

After the webinars are completed, instruction then moves
from the screen to the woods during two optional field
days, the first on July 19 in Whitley County and the
second on Aug. 16 in Pendleton County. Each event
features a woodland owner farm tour where attendees can
observe hands-on management practices and speak
directly with forestry, wildlife and conservation
professionals. New for 2025 is a Woodland Owner
Resource Extravaganza where participants can
meaningfully connect with the organizations and agencies
who can directly help them with the stewardship of their
own property.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
AND TO REGISTER:



UPCOMING PROGRAMS
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS
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*SALE DATES LISTED ON BACK*
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH
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IMPORTANT DATES
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June 2 CPH Feeder Calf Sale | 11:30 AM | Lexington Bluegrass Stockyards

June 7 Small Ruminant Workshop | 9:30 AM | 2496 Taylor Mill Rd Flemingsburg KY

June 10-26 Kentucky Woodland Short Course | 7-8:30 PM webinars | Information on pg 11

June 26 Elderberry Production Workshop | 6:00 PM | Fleming County Extension Office

July 4 Independence Day | Office Closed

July 5 Germantown Lamb and Goat Show | Germantown Fairgrounds

July 11-12 Mason County LIA Show | Mason County Ag Tech Facility

July 19 Germantown Swine Show | Germantown Fairgrounds

Aug 4-9 Germantown Fair

Aug 14-24 KY State Fair | Louisville, KY

Sep 9 Pregnancy Testing Program | 6:00 PM | 7580 Taylor Mill Rd Maysville, KY 51056

Sep 24 2025 Intermediate Grazing School | 7:30-4 | Woodford County Extension Office 

CAIP Education Eligible          
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