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A NOTE FROM YOUR AGENT

July 2025- Issue 7 Mason Co Extension

Hello all, 

As we move into the heart of summer, Mason County’s
farms, gardens, and pastures are buzzing with activity!
Whether you're knee-deep in hay season or tending to your
tomato plants—there is no shortage of work!

We intentionally keep programming light during the
summer to give our producers time to be in the field doing
what they do best—farming! That said, there are still great
opportunities to stay connected. The LIA Show and Sale is
happening this month, and it’s a wonderful way to support
the hardworking youth of Mason County. Come out and
cheer them on if you’re able!

As always, don’t hesitate to reach out if there’s anything I can
help with. Wishing you a safe, productive—and cool—July!



AGENT UPDATE
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  🌟🌟 6 Months In: A Note 6 Months In: A Note
from Your ANR Agentfrom Your ANR Agent

When I first started, the thought of analyzing a soil test and
making recommendations felt overwhelming- but fast
forward six months, and I’ve written over 300 soil
recommendations! There have certainly been moments when
I’ve had to answer a question with, “I don’t know,” but
thankfully, I’ve always had someone’s phone number who
does know.

I've had the opportunity to BQCA train numerous Mason
County residents, including many students in our school
system, and I’ve worked with several producers to help them
renew their Private Pesticide Applicator Licenses for another
three years. One thing that has kept me on my toes was
learning the County Agricultural Investment Program (CAIP)-
it felt like learning a whole new language at first, but I am
slowly getting the hang of it and trying to answer questions as
best I can. 

I’ve worked a lot with the Ag and Natural Resources agents
across the Buffalo Trace Area, and I can’t say enough good
things about the group I’ve been welcomed into. Together,
we've hosted a homesteading series, a successful hay
production field day, a small ruminant workshop, and much
more. 

This has been the busiest- but by far the most rewarding- six
months, and I’m truly grateful to be here. I look forward to the
months and years ahead, continuing to serve Mason County!

It’s hard to believe it’s already been six
months since I started as your
Agriculture and Natural Resources Agent
here in Mason County! In that time, I’ve
learned an incredible amount and have
had the chance to meet some truly
amazing people in the county.

Audrey Wright 
Agriculture and Natural Resources Agent
Mason County Extension
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FOLLOW OUR FACEBOOK!
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HAY TESTING

MASON COUNTY AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES

The Mason County Extension Office now has a hay probe available
to check out at the office to help producers collect hay samples for
lab analysis.

Tested forages can mean higher profit, whether feeding cattle,
horses, goats, sheep or other livestock. Knowing the nutritional
value will help you minimize your cost and maximize your
production.
The analysis report, assists producers in balancing feed rations
for their livestock. Each livestock species take a different energy
level at different stages of their lives. A ration balance will help
maintain a healthy diet.
Forage testing helps determine fair market value and establish
an equitable price for forage sales.
Buying or Selling Hay: The Forage Testing Program maintains a
list of Kentucky hay producers that have their hay tested
through KDA. The service is offered throughout the state and
the information may be viewed on this KDA “Forage Sales
Directory/Tested Hay” webpage.

Contact me if you have any questions or to learn more
about submitting samples for analysis!

**If you would like to have samples taken for the East KY
Hay contest, those samples will be taken later in the
summer**

      WHY TEST YOUR FORAGE?
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HELP US GROW THE MASON COUNTY CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION

The Mason County Cattlemen’s Association is calling
on local producers and agricultural advocates to join
its growing network of cattlemen and women who
are working together to strengthen the future of
agriculture in Mason County.

With a renewed focus on expanding its membership,
the Association is emphasizing the vital role it plays
in supporting local producers, promoting
agricultural education, and building a stronger rural
economy.

The Association offers a variety of benefits to its
members. Each meeting includes a free meal, door
prizes, and opportunities to hear from agricultural
experts on topics ranging from market trends and
research updates to local best practices. Members
also receive timely industry updates through Cow
Country News and enjoy valuable networking with
producers, industry leaders, and specialists from
across the region.

Educational presentations are a cornerstone of each
meeting, focused specifically on the needs and
interests of Mason County cattle producers. These
sessions aim to equip members with tools and
knowledge they can apply directly to their farming
operations.

Anyone interested in learning more or becoming a
member is encouraged to contact the Mason County
Extension Office at (606)564-6808. 



TIMELY TIPS

DR. LES ANDERSON, BEEF EXTENSION PROFESSOR, UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY
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Spring Calving Cows

Fall Calving Cows

General
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH
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IMPORTANT DATES

MASON COUNTY AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES

July 4 Independence Day | Office Closed

July 5 Germantown Lamb and Goat Show | Germantown Fairgrounds

July 11-12 Mason County LIA Show | Mason County Ag Tech Facility

July 19 Germantown Swine Show | Germantown Fairgrounds

July 23 UK Farm Succession Seminar | All Day | Owensboro Convention Center 

Aug 4-9 Germantown Fair

Aug 14-24 KY State Fair | Louisville, KY

Aug 28 Mason Co Cattlemen’s Meeting | 6:00 | Mason Co Extension Office 

Sep 1 Labor Day | Office Closed

Sep 9 Pregnancy Testing Program | 6:00 PM | 7580 Taylor Mill Rd Maysville, KY

Sep 24 2025 Intermediate Grazing School | 7:30-4 | Woodford County Extension Office 

CAIP Education Eligible          
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