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Hello all,

April is here! It’s one of my favorite months of the year—
celebrating Easter with family, enjoying the beautiful
weather, and watching spring calves hit the ground. There’s
so much to appreciate this season, and I hope you take a
moment to enjoy it before the busyness picks up!

In this month’s newsletter, you’ll find details on CAIP
education programs, insightful publications, and the winner
of our Ag Literacy Week Coloring Contest!

If there’s anything I can do to support you, please don’t
hesitate to reach out. I’m here for you and happy to assist
however I can.



AG LITERACY WEEK COLORING CONTEST WINNER

MASON COUNTY AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES

The winner of the Ag Literacy Coloring
Contest is:  

Congratulations!

The winner of the Ag Literacy Coloring
Contest is:  

Congratulations!

In honor of Ag Literacy Week that was March
17-21st, the 4th graders at Mason County

Intermediate School participated in a coloring
contest about  Kentucky Agriculture!

LILY WHITELILY WHITE



AG LITERACY WEEK COLORING CONTEST WINNER

MASON COUNTY AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES

Thank you to all the students who participated
in the coloring contest!



FOLLOW OUR FACEBOOK!
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***LIME SPREADER IS UNAVAILABLE  



TIMELY TIPS

DR. LES ANDERSON, BEEF EXTENSION PROFESSOR, UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE   
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Spring Calving Herd
• Observe spring-calving cows closely. Check cows at least twice
daily and first-calf heifers more frequently than that. Be ready to
assist those not making progress after 1 to 2 hours of hard labor.
Chilled calves should be dried and warmed as soon as possible.
• See that each calf gets colostrum within an hour of birth or
administer colostrum (or a commercial colostrum replacement)
with an esophageal feeder, if needed.
• Identify calves with eartags and/or tattoos while calves are
young and easy to handle and record birthdate and Dam ID.
Commercial male calves should be castrated and implanted as
soon as possible. Registered calves should be weighed in the first
24 hours.
• Separate cows that have calved and increase their feed. Energy
supplementation to cows receiving hay is necessary to prepare
them for rebreeding. For example, a 1250 lb cow giving 25
lb/day of milk would need about 25 lb of fescue hay and 5 lb of
concentrate daily to maintain condition. If you need to go from
a condition score of 4 to 5, you will need to add about 2 more lb
of concentrate. Cows must be in good condition to conceive
early in the upcoming breeding season.
• Watch for calf scours! If scours become a problem, move cows
that have not calved to a clean pasture. Be prepared to give fluids
to scouring calves that become dehydrated. Consult your
veterinarian for advice and send fecal samples to diagnostic lab
to determine which drug therapy will be most effective. Try to
avoid feeding hay in excessively muddy areas to avoid
contamination of the dams’ udders.
• Continue grass tetany prevention. Be sure that the mineral mix
contains high levels (~15%) of magnesium and that cows consume
adequate amounts. You can feed the UK Beef IRM High
Magnesium mineral.
• Plan to vaccinate calves for clostridial diseases (Blackleg,
Malignant Edema) as soon as possible. You might choose to do
this at the prebreeding working in late April or early May.
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Fall Calving Herd
• Bull(s) should be away from the cows now!
• Plan to pregnancy check cows soon. You can also blood test for
pregnancy as early as 30 days after bull removal.
• Creep feed calves with grain, by-products, or high-quality
forage. Calves will not make satisfactory gains on the dam’s milk
alone after about 4 mos. of age, fall calves need supplemental
nutrition. Consider creep grazing on wheat pasture, if available.
Calves can also be early weaned. Be sure that feed bunks are low
enough that calves can eat with the cows.
• Calves intended for feeders should be implanted.
• Consider adding weight and selling your fall calves as “heavy”
feeder calves. Keep them gaining!

General
• Repair fences, equipment, and handling facilities. 
• If you have a dry, sunny day, use chain-link harrow to spread
manure in areas where cattle have overwintered. This may be
done in conjunction with renovation. 
• Renovation and fertilization of pastures should be completed. 
• Start thistle control. They can be a severe problem in
Kentucky pastures. Chemical control must be done early to be
effective. 
• Watch for lice and treat if needed.

• Obtain yearling measurements on bulls and heifers this month
(weight, height, pelvic area, scrotal circumference, ultrasound
data, etc.) if needed for special sales. Heifers should be on target
to be cycling by the start of the breeding season.
• Prepare bulls for the breeding season. Increase feed if necessary
to have bulls in adequate condition for breeding. Obtain
Breeding Soundness Evaluation (BSE) on bulls, even if they were
checked last breeding season. Only use bulls that pass the BSE.
• Finalize plans for your spring breeding program. Purchase new
bulls at least 30 days before the breeding. Order semen now, if
using artificial insemination.
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MANAGING SPRING PASTURES

DR. CHRIS TEUTSCH, FORAGE SPECIALIST, UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY

In March and April grass growth in the Commonwealth’s pastures goes
from 0 to 60 mph in just a few short weeks. We often find ourselves
impatiently waiting for grass to start growing and then just a few short
weeks later wondering what we are going to do with it all! The following
suggestions can help you to optimize spring grass growth and utilization.

Implement rotational grazing. To fully utilize the spring flush of
pasture growth YOU must be in control of grazing. In a continuous
grazing system, the cows are in charge. By utilizing rotational stocking,
you start to make the decisions. Implementing a rotational stocking
system may be as simple as closing some gates or stringing up some
polywire.
Feed a little hay in late winter and early spring. It is tempting to just let
cattle roam and pick pastures for early grass growth, but this can set
pastures back and reduce overall dry matter production. It is important
to restrict cattle to one area, feed a little hay, and allow pastures to
accumulate 4 to 5” of growth before starting to graze.
Start grazing at 4 to 5” of growth. Another common mistake that
graziers make is waiting too long to start grazing. If you wait until the
first paddock is ready to graze, 8-10” of growth, by the time you reach
the last paddock it will be out of control. Starting a little bit early allows
you to establish a “grazing wedge” (Figure 1).
Rotate animals rapidly. It is important to realize that grazing pastures
closely and repeatedly as they initiate growth in early spring can reduce
production for the entire season. Therefore, it is important to keep
animals moving rapidly through the system. The general rule is that if
grass is growing rapidly then your rotation should be rapid. This will
allow you to stay ahead of the grass by topping it off and keeping it in a
vegetative state.
Do not apply spring nitrogen. Applying nitrogen in the spring will make
the problem of too much grass at once even worse. In many cases you
are better off applying nitrogen in late summer or early fall to stimulate
growth for winter stockpiling.
Remove most productive paddocks from rotation and harvest for hay.
Graze all paddocks until the pasture growth is just about to get away
from you and then remove those productive paddocks from your
rotation and allow them to accumulate growth for hay or baleage
harvest.
Increase stocking rate in the spring. An alternative to harvesting excess
forage as hay or baleage is to increase your stocking rate by adding more
animal units in the spring and then decreasing animal numbers as plant
growth slows due to higher temperature during the summer months.
While this is a viable approach, it is not practical on smaller or part-time
operations.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE   
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Even out seasonal distribution of forage by adding warm-season
grasses. Adding a well-adapted warm-season grass that produces most of
its growth in July and August would allow you to concentrate grazing on
your cool-season paddocks during periods of rapid growth (spring
flush). After cool-season grass growth slows in late spring and early
summer, animals can be shifted in the warm-season paddocks for
summer grazing.
Bush-hog out of control pastures. The benefits of clipping include
maintaining pastures in a vegetative state, encouraging regrowth, and
controlling weeds. Clipping pastures costs money, so make sure that the
primary reason for bush-hogging is pasture management, not aesthetics.
Stockpile out of control pastures for summer grazing. Although forage
quality decreases as the plant matures, the quality of spring stockpiled
pasture is sufficient for dry cows and in some cases can result in
reasonable gains on growing animals during the summer months. This is
especially true if using novel endophyte tall fescue and the pastures were
clipped at the early boot stage to promote vegetive regrowth. This could
be a cost-effective and simple way to provide additional grazing during
the summer months.

Managing spring grass can be challenging. It is important to find that “sweet
spot” for starting to graze, not too early and not too late! Hopefully one or
more of the above tips will help you optimize your spring grass!
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS
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YOU CAN REGISTER FOR PROGRAMS WITH THE QR CODE ABOVE, THROUGH
THE LINKS ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE, OR CALLING THE OFFICE!

April is FREE!
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IMPORTANT DATES
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April 8 Farmers Market Program | 6:00PM | Fleming Co Extension Office or Zoom

April 14 BQCA Training | 5-6:30PM | Mason County Extension Office

April 19 Germantown Beef Show | Germantown Fairgrounds

April 22 Cattle Grading | 6:00 | Flemingsburg Stockyards

April 23 Mason Co Cattlemen’s Meeting | 6:00 | Mason County Extension Office

April 24 BQCA Training | 10-11:30AM | Mason County Extension Office

April 25 Eden Shale Farm Tour | 10:30AM | Eden Shale Farm

April 29 Farmers Market Program | 6:00PM | Fleming Co Extension Office or Zoom

April 30 Meadowview/YMCA Health Fair | Limestone YMCA | 8:00-1:00

May National Beef Month

May 3 Small Animal Tag In | 9:00AM | Maysville Stockyards

May 9 Hay Production Field Day | 9:00-3:00 | 1965 Martha Mills Rd, Flemingsburg

May 26 Memorial Day | Extension Office Closed

July 5 Germantown Lamb and Goat Show | Germantown Fairgrounds

July 19 Germantown Swine Show | Germantown Fairgrounds

CAIP Eligible          
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